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“Therefore, as God'’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive
as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love,
which binds them all together in perfect unity.” Col 3:12-14

“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another:

just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another.”
John 13:34

Love is...

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love > Deeds

“It | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have
love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If | have
the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but do
not have love, | am nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor and
give over my body to hardship that | may boast, but do not have
love, | gain nothing.” 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Love > Knowledge

“Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We all
possess knowledge.” But knowledge puffs up while love builds
up. Those who think they know something do not yet know as
they ought to know. But whoever loves God is known by God.”

1 Corinthians 8:1-3

“So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that “An
idol is nothing at all in the world” and that “There is no God but
one... But not everyone possesses this knowledge. Some people
are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat sacrificial food
they think of it as having been sacrificed to a god, and since their
conscience is weak, it is defiled. But food does not bring us

near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if
we do. Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does
not become a stumbling block to the weak. For if someone with a
weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating in an
idol’s temple, won't that person be emboldened to eat what is
sacrificed to idols? So this weak brother or sister, for whom

Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. When you sin
against them in this way and wound their weak conscience, you
sin against Christ. Therefore, if what | eat causes my brother or
sister to fall into sin, | will never eat meat again, so that | will not
cause them to fall.” 1 Corinthians 8:2-13

Real love comes from God alone

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Who-
ever does not love does not know God, because God is

love.” 1 John 4:7-8
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“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one
and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This
is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

1 John 4:9-10

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another,

God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”
1 John 4:11-12

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be
strong. Do everything in love.” 1 Corinthians 16:13-14

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.



